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~~ DOES YOUR SEPTIC TANK NEED CLEANING? 

I f  your s e p t i c  tank has been Lnstalled fo r  two o r  th ree  years,  o r  longer, i t  probably 
needs t o  be cleaned. (Be  s u r e  the r i v a t e  s e  age disposal contractor  is licensed by 
the  S t a t e  of I l l i n o i s  and registered in k y  Ccunty.r 
To f ind out i f  your tank is i n  need of cleaning, here ' s  how t o  check: 

1. Measure the  amount of scum in t h e  tank: Attach a f l a t  board, about a foot square*, 
t o  a long s t i ck .  Lower the  bottom of the  board t o  the top of the  scum layer  and 
mark t h e  s t i c k  a t  ground level .  (See t l )  
*check s i z e  of tank access cover f i r s t  

Xow, fo rce  the boazd a l l  t h e  way through the  scum layer  and br ing  i t  back u n t i l  you f e e l  
t h e  bottam of the scum Layer and mark the  s t i c k  again (See #lA).  The distance between t h e  
two marks is the  scrno depth. 

Measure the depth of l iquid,.  and the  
depth of sludge: Wrap a long s t i c k  
uLth rough white toweling, and push 
i t  t o  t h e  bottom of the  tank. 
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measuring stick 

L e t  i t  s t a n d  2 o r  3 minutes ,  then p u l l  for sll* '- 

i t  o u t  aga in .  P a r t i c l e s  of  s ludge  
w i l l  c l i n g  t o  t h e  towel ing,  and t h e  
s l u d g e  dep th  and l i q u i d  dep th  can be  
measured d i r e c t l y  on t h e  s t i c k .  
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3. T o t a l  t h e  scum and s l u d g e  
measurements. I f  t h i s  
f i g u r e  is more than one-third 
t h e  l i q u i d  depth ,  c l e a n  
t h e  tank.  

Uquld d c p h  60" 

SAMPLE: Scum depth  1 2  inches  Liquid depth of t h e  t ank ,  60 inches  
Sludge dep th  20 inches  113 of 60 inches  = 20 i n c h e s  . 

32 inches  T h i s  t ank  should b e  c leaned .  

For your  r e f e r e n c e  t h e ' f o l l o w i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  o f fe red :  

1. **sludge8* means t h e  accumulated s o l i d s  s e t t l e d  from sewage. 
I 

2.  cum" means the mass o f  sewage s o l i d s  f l o a t t n g  a t  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  sewage i n  t h e  tank 
3 .  " ~ n f l u e n t "  means waste going i n t o  t h e  s e p t i c  t ank  From tlrc house. 
4. " ~ f f l u e n t "  means t h e  o u t f l o w  frqm a tank  o r  ocher t rea tment  d e v i c e  o r  u n i t .  


